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“Seeking God, Serving with love, Sharing hope” 

Welcome to Church 

Sentence for Today 

 

 

‘I am the resurrection and the life,’ says the Lord; ‘whoever lives and 

believes in me shall never die.’ John 11.25–26 

 For those who have children with them, there is a 

children’s corner in the church for the little ones. 

During school term, children who are pre-school age 

and above can attend ‘Godzone’ - Special 

Children’s Activities - shortly after we begin the 

9.30am service. 

 
 
 
 

29th March 2020 

20192019  FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
 
Acclamation   

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.   

The Lord be with you.    
And also with you.  

Welcome  

Prayer of Preparation: 

 Let us pray. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,   
all desires known   
and from whom no secrets are hidden:   
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts   
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,   
that we may perfectly love you,   
and worthily magnify your holy name,   
through Christ our Lord. Amen.   

The Two Great Commandments: 

'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and 
with all your strength.' Jesus said: 'This is the great and first commandment. 
And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself.' 

Invitation to Confession:  
 

Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God, though we 
have rebelled and wandered far off.  
Let us then ask for mercy, confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

 
Confession: 
 

Merciful God, our maker and our judge  
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,    
and in what we have failed to do:  
we have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;  
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.  
Father, forgive us.   
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;   
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Absolution 

Almighty God, 
who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: 
pardon you and set you free from all your sins, 
strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Kyries: Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy,  Lord have mercy. 
 
Trisagion:      Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.    
 
The Prayer of the Day:  

Life-giving God, 
your Son came into the world 
to free us all from sin and death: 
breathe upon us with the power of your Spirit, 
that we may be raised to new life in Christ, 
and serve you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

We join together in the following prayer in time of epidemic disease: 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, healer and friend,  
come and care for all of us  
through the danger and uncertainty  
of the coronavirus epidemic.  
To people who are sick, bring healing.  
To people who are displaced, isolated,  
or cut off from family, friends or work,  
bring comfort and companionship.  
Work with medical staff as they care for the sick,  
and protect them from harm.  
Give skill and fruitful research to scientists  
as they search for treatments, prevention and a cure.  
To public health authorities, give wisdom  
to decide the best ways to manage  
both this crisis and our anxieties.  
When communities are fearful,  
give a calm spirit,  
and kindness to neighbours and strangers.  
Through this testing time,  
and through all the risks we face together,  
teach us once again how we can love one  
another as you have loved us.  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen  

Godzone talk and Blessing 

The ministry of the Word:  
The first reading: Ezekiel 37.1-14   

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit 
of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of 
bones. He led me all round them; there were very many lying in the 
valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones 
live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy 
to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter  
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you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you 
shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord .’ So I prophesied as I had 
been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and 
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had  
covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, 
‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus 
says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
upon these slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, 
and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a 
vast multitude. Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; 
we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus 
says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit 
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then 
you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’ 
 
For the word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 130       

Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord: 
Lord, hear my voice; 

O let your ears consider well: 
the voice of my supplication. 

If you, Lord, should note what we do wrong: 
who then, O Lord, could stand? 

But there is forgiveness with you: 
so that you shall be feared. 

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits for him: 
and in his word is my hope. 

My soul looks for the Lord: 
more than watchmen for the morning, 
more, I say, than watchmen for the morning. 

O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy: 
and with him is ample redemption. 

He will redeem Israel: 
from the multitude of their sins. 

             

The second reading: Ephesians 5.8-14 
 
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the 
flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 
cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you 
are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does 
not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead 
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because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit 
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised 
Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through 
his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 
For the word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 
 
The Gospel reading:    

 
The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
 
The gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
according to John, chapter 11, beginning at verse 1  

  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and 
her sister Martha.  Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with 
perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was 
ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is 
ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to 
death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 
glorified through it.’  Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed 
two days longer in the place where he was. Then after this he said to 
the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said to him, 
‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going 
there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? 
Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the 
light of this world.  But those who walk at night stumble, because the 
light is not in them.’ After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ The 
disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 
right.’ Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they 
thought that he was referring merely to sleep.  Then Jesus told them 
plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so 
that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ Thomas, who was called 
the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die 
with him.’ When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already 
been in the tomb for four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, 
some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and 
Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise 
again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection 
and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 
live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?’  She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
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Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ When she 
had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 
privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she 
heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet 
come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met 
him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw 
Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary 
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to 
him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her 
also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He 
said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and 
see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved 
him!’  But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of 
the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ Then Jesus, again 
greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 
lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of 
the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he 
has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that 
if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away 
the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for 
having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this 
for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 
you sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet 
bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said 
to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ Many of the Jews therefore, 
who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 
him.  
For the gospel of the Lord.    

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
The Sermon 

The Creed: 
Let us stand together and affirm the faith of the church:  

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,   
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation,  
he came down from heaven;   
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was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human.   

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven     
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge  

the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the  

forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life for the world to come. Amen. 

 
The prayers of the people:      

 Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 
At the conclusion 
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers,  

Grant that what we have asked in faith  
we may by your grace receive,   
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Preparation 
 

Jesus said I am the bread of life. Who ever comes to me will never be 
hungry, and who ever believes in me will never be thirsty. John 6.35     

Prayer of Approach:  
We do not presume  
to come to your table, merciful Lord,  
trusting in our own righteousness,  
but in your manifold and great mercies.  
We are not worthy   
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.   
But you are the same Lord,  
whose nature is always to have mercy.  
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord,  
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ,   
and to drink his blood,   
that we may evermore dwell in him,  
and he in us. Amen. 
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The Greeting of Peace: 
We are the body of Christ.      

His spirit is with us.    
The peace of the Lord be always with you.    

And also with you.  
Prayer over the gifts: 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation.   
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share.  
Accept and use our offerings for your glory  
and for the service of your kingdom.    

Blessed be God for ever.   
 
The Great Thanksgiving:  

The Lord be with you  
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 

mighty Creator, everliving God.  
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary 
and lived as one of us.  

He was tempted in every way as we are, 
yet he did not sin.  

By his death on the cross 
and rising to new life, 
he offered the one true sacrifice for sin 
and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people.  

By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, 
and to walk in the way of his love.  

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying/singing:   

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and 
might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory.    
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Merciful God, we thank you 
for these gifts of your creation, 
this bread and wine, 
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, 
we who eat and drink them 
may be partakers of Christ's body and blood.  

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; 
and when he had given you thanks 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
'Take, eat. This is my body given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.'  
After supper, he took the cup, 
and again giving you thanks 
he gave it to his disciples, saying, 
'Drink from this, all of you. 
This is my blood of the new covenant 
shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.' 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.    
Christ will come again.  
Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 

proclaiming his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross, 

his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming again, 
we celebrate, with this bread and this cup, 
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world. 

 

Renew us by your Holy Spirit, 
unite us in the body of your Son 
and bring us with all your people 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
with whom, and in whom, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
we worship you, Father, 
in songs of never-ending praise:   

Blessing and honour and glory and power    
are yours for ever and ever.   Amen. 
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 As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray: 

    Our Father in heaven,  
Hallowed be your name,     
your kingdom come,     
your will be done on earth as in heaven.    

  Give us today our daily bread.    
Forgive us our sins     
as we forgive those who sin against us.     
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory,     
are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.  

The breaking of the bread:  
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
We who are many are one body,  

for we all share in the one bread. 
 
Agnus Dei:  

  Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  
  Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us    
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 

 
Invitation to communion:   

The gifts of God, for the people of God. 
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ  
in remembrance that he died for us,   
and feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 
The Communion 
     

Prayer after Communion:  
God of mercy, 
may we who have shared in this holy meal 
know your forgiveness in our lives, 
bring your reconciliation to others, 
and be a sign of your wholeness in this broken world. 

Most loving God, you send us into the world you love.  
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage  
in the power of your Spirit.  

Notices  
The Blessing:  

Christ our Saviour draw you to himself, that you may find in him 
crucified a sure ground for faith, a firm support for hope, and the 
assurance of sin forgiven and the + blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with 
you always.  Amen. 

 
Dismissal: 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen 



11 

Lenten Reconciliation: Please let Fr Anthony know if you would like to schedule a time for personal 
confession and reconciliation during the season of Lent. This ministry can be helpful for those who need 
some extra guidance, counsel, and encouragement at this time.  

 
NOTICES 

  
COVID-19: Due to the coronavirus pandemic all public services of worship have been temporarily 
suspended. 
Along with this all meetings and church activities where people gather are also suspended. 
We continue to BE the church by praying for one another, seeking God, serving with love, and sharing 
hope. 
We look forward to that day when we can ALL gather once more as the body of Christ here at the Church of 
the Ascension.  
  
The NewsStand live on TMA's website. http://tma.melbourneanglican.org.au/newsstand  
 

In this week's edition: 
 

• Churches close but streaming takes off 
• Vote for Archbishop Freier’s successor as Primate deadlocked 
• Coronavirus guidance for Anglican Diocese of Melbourne parishes, clergy and employees 
• Join a virtual Communion service, posted online each week 
• Bishops lead prayers on church steps as visitors keep social distance 
• Anglican doctor helping to lead international fight against COVID-19 
• Meditations from Trinity College staff 
• Sydney Archbishop to stay 
• Catherine Hamlin: Grief in Ethiopia as trailblazing Australian doctor dies 
• Bishop of Clogher, John McDowell, elected Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of All Ireland 

 

WE THANK GOD FOR HIS MANY BLESSINGS, LET US PRAY EACH DAY FOR -  
    

THE CHURCH 
Season of Prayer and Repentance in the Anglican Communion 
Diocese of Rockhampton (Clergy and People) 
Archdeaconry of Stonington (Howard Langmead)  
THE WORLD 
Containment of the Coronavirus, those suffering and the medical staff  
A peaceful solution to the tensions in the Gulf Region and in particular Syria 
The Asylum Seekers on Manus Island  
AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 

Those who have lost their livelihood due to the Coronavirus. 
Families, healthcare workers, emergency workers in these uncertain times.   
THE ASCENSION COMMUNITY 
Each other (names on our parish monthly prayer cycle and added to the prayer book each week). 
God’s presence in the events of the week (see pew slip).  
Those in special need of prayer: Muriel Paterson, Yolanda Chan, Helen Daniels,  
Peggy Horman, Estelle Carman, Gwen McMahon, Jean (& Alan) Close, Carole, Nelson,  
Pauline Le Riche, Paul Maharaj, Graeme Floage (& Lisa), Glenys and Brian Howell. 
Those at the Peter James Centre and Burwood Lodge. 

Ourselves, as we share the power of God’s Spirit in the mission of the church. 

SAINTS AND HOLY MEN AND WOMEN FOR THIS WEEK 
 

 Friday         Richard of Chichester, bishop (d. 1256) 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
Wednesday: Next Sunday: Palm Sunday 
Daniel 3.14-28      Isaiah 50.4-9a 
Song of the Three Wise Men (APBA p. 399)  Psalm 31.9-18  
John 8.31-42      Philippians 2.5-11 
        Matthew 26.14-27.66 

https://melbourneanglican.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5f70ffbadafdf46663612a513&id=57a8bb0a1f&e=e4dfdecb62
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378 Blackburn Road, Burwood East, 3151 

 
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation.  

We pay our respects to their elders, past, present, and emerging. 
 

PRIEST in CHARGE: Fr. Anthony Frost Phone: 0409 012 543 

PARISH WEB ADDRESS: www.ascensionchurch.org.au   

FACEBOOK Please visit and    www.facebook.com/AscensionBurwoodEast 

Email: office@ascensionchurch.org.au  

Pastoral Care contact: Fr Anthony 

Pew sheet: Please send all items for inclusion in next week’s pewsheet to Ron McKenzie by 

5:00p.m. Thursday evening (r.mckenzie@novatechsolutions.com.au.) 

 
Baptism, Marriage & funerals by arrangement 

 

Weekly services & activities 

Due to our current circumstances we conduct our weekly services in our own homes. 

Monday - Sunday   

9:30am  Morning Prayer  

5:00pm  Evening Prayer 

 

 

Commitment to Child Safety: At the Church of the Ascension we follow Christ in being a caring 

Church welcoming of all, extending his love and invitation of new life. 

In ministry to children, young people and vulnerable adults we are committed to providing an 

environment that is physically, emotionally and spiritually safe and supportive. This includes a 

culture of child-safety and of inclusivity for people of cultural and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, people of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander background, people with disability or 

any other specific group. 

 
©1995 by the Anglican Church of Australia Trust Corporation. Used by permission. 
This text may be reproduced for use in worship in the Anglican Church of Australia. 
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