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“Seeking God, Serving with love, Sharing hope” 

Welcome to Church 

Sentence for Today 

 

 

‘I am the light of the world,’ says the Lord; ‘those who follow me 

will have the light of life.’ John 8.12  

 For those who have children with them, there is a 

children’s corner in the church for the little ones. 

During school term, children who are pre-school age 

and above can attend ‘Godzone’ - Special 

Children’s Activities - shortly after we begin the 

9.30am service. 

 
 
 
 

22ND March 2020 

20192019  FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
Entrance hymn:    TiS 102   “Lord, your almighty word” 
 

1. Lord, your almighty word  
chaos and darkness heard, 
 and took their flight:  
hear us, we humbly pray,  
and where the gospel day  
sheds not its glorious ray,  
let there be light.  
 

2. Saviour, who came to give  
those who in darkness live  
healing and sight,  
health to the sick in mind,  
sight to the inly blind,  
now to all humankind  
let there be light.     

3. Spirit of truth and love,  
life-giving holy dove,  
speed forth your flight;  
move on the waters' face,  
bearing the lamp of grace,  
and in earth's darkest place  
let there be light.  
 
4. Holy and blessèd Three,  
glorious Trinity,  
Wisdom, Love, Might,  
boundless as ocean's tide  
rolling in fullest pride,  
through the earth far and wide,  
let there be light. 

         Tis 447 John Marriott 1780-1825. alt 

 
Acclamation   

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.   

The Lord be with you.    
And also with you.  

Welcome  

Prayer of Preparation: 

 Let us pray. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,   
all desires known   
and from whom no secrets are hidden:   
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts   
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,   
that we may perfectly love you,   
and worthily magnify your holy name,   

through Christ our Lord. Amen.   
The Two Great Commandments: 

'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and 
with all your strength.' Jesus said: 'This is the great and first commandment. 
And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself.' 

Invitation to Confession:   
Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God, though we 
have rebelled and wandered far off.  
Let us then ask for mercy, confessing our sins in penitence and faith.  
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Confession:  

Merciful God, our maker and our judge  
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,    
and in what we have failed to do:  
we have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;  
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.  
Father, forgive us.   
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;   
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Absolution 

Kyries: Lord have mercy,  Christ have mercy,  Lord have mercy. 
 
Trisagion:      Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.    
The Prayer of the Day:  

Gracious God, 
in order that we children of earth 
might discern good from evil 
you sent your Son to be the light of the world: 
as the light of Christ shines upon us, 
may we learn what pleases you, 
and live in truth and goodness; 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

We join together in the following prayer in time of epidemic disease: 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, healer and friend, come and care for all of us 
through the danger and uncertainty of the coronavirus epidemic.  
To people who are sick, bring healing.  
To people who are displaced, isolated, or cut off from family, friends 
or work, bring comfort and companionship.  
Work with medical staff as they care for the sick, and protect them 
from harm.  
Give skill and fruitful research to scientists as they search for 
treatments, prevention and a cure.  
To public health authorities, give wisdom to decide the best ways to 
manage both this crisis and our anxieties.  
When communities are fearful, give a calm spirit, and kindness to 
neighbours and strangers. Through this testing time, and through all 
the risks we face together,  
teach us once again how we can love one another as you have loved us. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen  

Godzone talk and Blessing 

The ministry of the Word:  
The first reading: 1 Samuel 16.1-13   

For the word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 23       
1. The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want. 

he makes me down to lie 
in pastures green; he leadeth me 
the quiet waters by. 
 

2. My soul he doth restore again; 
and me to walk doth make 
within the paths of righteousness, 
ev’n for his own Name's sake. 
 

3. Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, 
yet will I fear no ill; 

 
 

4. My table thou hast furnished 
in presence of my foes; 
my head thou dost with oil anoint, 
and my cup overflows. 
 
5. Goodness and mercy all my life 
shall surely follow me; 
and in God's house forevermore 
my dwelling place shall be. 

for thou art with me; and thy rod 
and staff my comfort still.       TiS10 Scottish Psalter 1650

  
             

The second reading: Ephesians 5.8-14 
 
For the word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual hymn:    TiS 246 “Amazing grace! how sweet the sound”   
Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, 
that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, 
was blind but now I see. 
 
As grace first taught my heart to fear 
and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed! 
 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come; 
God’s grace has brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 
 
The Lord has promised good to me, 
his word my hope secures; 
he will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures.   TiS 129. John Newton 1725-1807 alt 

 
The Gospel reading:    

 
The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
 
The gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
according to John, chapter 9, beginning at verse 1  

  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
For the gospel of the Lord.    

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$HomeContentPlaceHolder$SectionTree','s24214//24237//24245//24246')
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The Sermon 

The Creed: 
Let us stand together and affirm the faith of the church:  

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,   
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation,  
he came down from heaven;   
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human.   

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven     
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge  

the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the  

forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life for the world to come. Amen. 

 
The prayers of the people:      

 Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 
At the conclusion 
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers,  

Grant that what we have asked in faith  
we may by your grace receive,   
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Preparation 
 

Jesus said I am the bread of life. Who ever comes to me will never be 
hungry, and who ever believes in me will never be thirsty. John 6.35    
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Prayer of Approach:  

We do not presume  
to come to your table, merciful Lord,  
trusting in our own righteousness,  
but in your manifold and great mercies.  
We are not worthy   
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.   
But you are the same Lord,  
whose nature is always to have mercy.  
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord,  
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ,   
and to drink his blood,   
that we may evermore dwell in him,  
and he in us. Amen.  

The Greeting of Peace: 
We are the body of Christ.     

 His spirit is with us.    
The peace of the Lord be always with you.    

And also with you.  
Offertory hymn:  TiS 456 “Your hand O God has guided” 

1. Your hand, O God, has guided 
your flock, from age to age; 
the wondrous tale is written, 
full clear, on every page; 
your people owned your goodness, 
and we their deeds record; 
and both of this bear witness; 
one Church, one Faith, one Lord.  
 
2. Your heralds brought glad tidings 
to greatest as to least; 
they bade them rise, and hasten 
to share the great King's feast; 
and this was all their teaching, 
in every deed and word, 
to all alike proclaiming 
one Church, one Faith, one Lord.  
 
 

 
3. Through many a day of darkness, 
through many a scene of strife, 
the faithful few fought bravely, 
to guard the nation's life. 
Their gospel of redemption, 
sin pardoned, earth restored, 
was all in this enfolded: 
one Church, one Faith, one Lord.  
 
4. Your mercy will not fail us, 
nor leave your work undone; 
with your right hand to help us, 
your victory shall be won; 
and then, by all creation, 
your name shall be adored, 
and this shall be our anthem: 
one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

  TiS 456  Edward Hayes Plumptre 1821-91 alt

 

Prayer over the gifts: 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation.   
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share.  
Accept and use our offerings for your glory  
and for the service of your kingdom.    

Blessed be God for ever.   
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The Great Thanksgiving:  

The Lord be with you  
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
……Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.    
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest. 
  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

……Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.    
Christ will come again.   

……Blessing and honour and glory and power    
are yours for ever and ever.   Amen.  

 

 As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray: 

    Our Father in heaven,  
Hallowed be your name,     
your kingdom come,     
your will be done on earth as in heaven.    

  Give us today our daily bread.    
Forgive us our sins     
as we forgive those who sin against us.     
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory,     
are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.   

The breaking of the bread:  
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
We who are many are one body,   for we all share in the one bread. 

 
Agnus Dei:  

  Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  
  Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us    
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 

 
 
Invitation to communion:   

The gifts of God, for the people of God. 
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ  
in remembrance that he died for us,   
and feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
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The Communion  
Post communion hymn: TiS 659       “The Lord is my shepherd”  

 
The Lord is my shepherd, and I want to follow  
wherever he leads me, wherever he goes. 
Over the mountains, the waters and byways,  
valleys and highways he's waiting for me. 
 
Refrain 
I want to go to meet him there, to lay myself down in his love. 
The Lord is my shepherd and I want to follow wherever he leads me,  
wherever he goes. 
 
And while on the journey to where we are going  
he promised to be there to help us along, 
and over the mountains we'll walk on together,  
to know all the wonders he's given to me. 
Refrain       TIS: 659 words based on Psalm 23 Brian Boniwell (1949-) 

     

Prayer after Communion:  
God of mercy, 
may we who have shared in this holy meal 
know your forgiveness in our lives, 
bring your reconciliation to others, 
and be a sign of your wholeness in this broken world. 

Most loving God, you send us into the world you love.  
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage  
in the power of your Spirit.   

Notices 
 
The Blessing:  

Christ our Saviour draw you to himself, that you may find in him 
crucified a sure ground for faith, a firm support for hope, and the 
assurance of sin forgiven and the + blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with 
you always.  Amen. 

 
Final Hymn:    “Lord, for the years” 
 

Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, 
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided: 
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, 
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us: 
Lord of the word, receive Your people's praise. 
 
Lord, for our land in this our generation, 
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care: 
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 
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Lord, for our world when we disown and doubt him, 
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain, 
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him: 
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 
 
Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us - 
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne, 
past put behind us, for the future take us: 
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 

       (TiS Supplement 799) 'Lord, for the years' by Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926). 

Dismissal: 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

In the name of Christ. Amen 
 

©1995 by the Anglican Church of Australia Trust Corporation. Used by permission. 
This text may be reproduced for use in worship in the Anglican Church of Australia.  

Hymns reproduced with permission under licence A-613501 “OneLicence” 

 
 

WELCOME TO CHURCH. . . We are delighted that you are worshipping with us today, 
please take Communion, whatever your denomination and come and worship with us 
again. If you are visiting, please make yourself known to Fr. Anthony or to one of our 
welcomers following the service. 
 
Lenten Reconciliation: Please let Fr Anthony know if you would like to schedule a time 
for personal confession and reconciliation during the season of Lent. This ministry can be 
helpful for those who need some extra guidance, counsel, and encouragement at this time.  

 
NOTICES 

  
Our Parish COVID-19 Response 
In the event that we are told that we are temporarily not allowed to meet together physically 
for worship it will be vital that we stay connected. 
• We will be holding one another in love, staying connected through prayer, and making 

regular contact via phone and email  
• We will be providing you with electronic versions of pew sheets with readings and 

copies of the sermons via email each week 
• If you do not have access to email we will drop pew sheets with readings and copies 

of the sermons to your letterbox  
• We will be encouraging everyone in the parish to “down tools” at 9:30am each 

Sunday and pray through the service so that we remain connected through prayer 
• We will be continuing to offer pastoral support, including food, medicine, and grocery 

drop offs, and other practical support as is possible  
• Fr Anthony will be contactable at all times on 0409 012 543 
• Members of the Pastoral Care Team will also make themselves known to you and 

provide regular phone contact 
• The church will remain open for private prayer and devotion 
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COVID-19 has resulted in “Sunday morning tea”, "Playgroup”, “Wednesday Scrabble”, “Not 
Home Alone” and the “Bottle top collecting” sadly being suspended until further notice.  
Thank you everyone for your flexibility in how we respond to the virus situation.  
We look forward to the day when we can resume our warm interactions and hospitality.  
May that day come soon Lord!!  
At this stage, due to the smaller numbers, the Wednesday Eucharist and discussion will 
continue together with the Friday “Coffee & chat”. 
 
Lent in Jumbunna: “Isaiah’s Servant Songs” Bishop Paul Barker’s Lenten Talks 2020.  
Wednesdays at 8pm March 25, April 1, 8 at Holy Name Vermont South, all welcome. 
 
Ascension Footy tipping is up and running!! don’t forget to get your tips in before the first 
match of the week to Jon or Christine  (jyouings@melbpc.org.au or 9894-4803.   
 
The NewsStand live on TMA's website. http://tma.melbourneanglican.org.au/newsstand  
 
 
WE THANK GOD FOR HIS MANY BLESSINGS, LET US PRAY EACH DAY FOR -  

    
THE CHURCH 

Church in Hong Kong (Abp Paul  Kwong) 

Torres Srait Islander Ministry 

 THE WORLD 

Containment of the coronavirus, those suffering and the medical staff  

A peaceful solution to the tensions in the Gulf Region and in particular Syria 

The Asylum Seekers on Manus Island 
 
AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 
Those suffering following the floods in NSW and Queensland 
Those recovering from the fires throughout Australia 
 
THE ASCENSION COMMUNITY 
Each other (names on our parish monthly prayer cycle and added to the prayer book each 
week). 
God’s presence in the events of the week (see pew slip).  
Those in special need of prayer: Muriel Paterson, Yolanda Chan, Helen Daniels,  
Peggy Horman, Estelle Carman, Gwen McMahon, Jean (& Alan) Close, Carole, Nelson,  
Pauline Le Riche, Paul Maharaj, Graeme Floage (& Lisa). 
Those at the Peter James Centre and Burwood Lodge. 

Ourselves, as we share the power of God’s Spirit in the mission of the church. 

SAINTS AND HOLY MEN AND WOMEN FOR THIS WEEK 

Tuesday Oscar Romero, archbishop of San Salvador, martyr (d. 1980) 

Wednesday THE ANNUCIATION TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Wednesday:   Next Sunday: Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Isaiah 7.10-14    Ezekiel 37.1-14 
Psalm 40.6-13    Psalm 130  
Luke 1.26-38    Romans 8.6-11 
       

mailto:jyouings@melbpc.org.au
https://melbourneanglican.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5f70ffbadafdf46663612a513&id=57a8bb0a1f&e=e4dfdecb62


11 

 
 

       
 

 
 

 
 
 

22nd March, Fourth Sunday in Lent    Liturgical colour – Violet 
 
     8:00am              9:30 a.m.  
 
Welcomers:   Jan Wheeler   Augustus Luo & Colin Darvell 
Liturgical assistant:     Joanne Waite 
Scripture reader:  Ron McKenzie  Joanne Waite 
Godzone:         Rachael Allan 
Intercessions:  Fr Anthony   Chloe Bedlow  
Servers:   Ron McKenzie  Sue Tregear, Christine Youings, 
        Ron McKenzie 

--------- -------------------< o >---------------------------- 
   Sacristan:   Sue Tregear 
   Music:   Peter Bedlow 
   Printer:   Lyle Mansfield 
   Counting:                Sue Tregear & Natalie Ortlieb 

  Gardens:   Robin Jellis 
  Cleaning:   Gavin & Ruth Ganasalingam 
   
 
 

29th March, Fifth Sunday in Lent    Liturgical colour – Violet 
 
     8:00am              9:30 a.m.  
 
Welcomers:   Don Lambourne  Elizabeth Waite & Joanne Waite 
Liturgical assistant:     Ron McKenzie 
Scripture reader:  Sue Tregear   Elizabeth Waite 
Godzone:         Michael Jellis & Anne Wharton 
Intercessions:  Fr Anthony   Cath Ortlieb 

--------- -------------------< o >---------------------------- 
   Sacristan:   Judithe Atkinson 
   Music:   Heath McKenzie & Josh Waite 
   Printer:   Barrie Harding 
   Counting:                Joanne Waite & Joan Zhang 
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378 Blackburn Road, Burwood East, 3151 

 
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation.  

We pay our respects to their elders, past, present, and emerging. 
 

 

PRIEST in CHARGE: Fr. Anthony Frost Phone: 0409 012 543 

PARISH WEB ADDRESS: www.ascensionchurch.org.au   

FACEBOOK Please visit and    www.facebook.com/AscensionBurwoodEast 

Email: office@ascensionchurch.org.au  

Pastoral Care contact: Fr Anthony 

Pew sheet: Please send all items for inclusion in next week’s pewsheet to Ron McKenzie by 

5:00p.m. Thursday evening (r.mckenzie@novatechsolutions.com.au.) 

 
Baptism, Marriage & funerals by arrangement 

 

Weekly services & activities 

Sunday  8:00am Eucharist 

9:30am Eucharist with hymns. 

    ‘Godzone’ children’s program during 9:30am service (During school terms) 

Tuesday    Fr Anthony’s day of rest! 

Wednesday  10:00am Eucharist followed by morning tea and discussion 

 
 

Commitment to Child Safety: At the Church of the Ascension we follow Christ in being a caring 

Church welcoming of all, extending his love and invitation of new life. 

In ministry to children, young people and vulnerable adults we are committed to providing an 

environment that is physically, emotionally and spiritually safe and supportive. This includes a 

culture of child-safety and of inclusivity for people of cultural and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, people of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander background, people with disability or 

any other specific group. 

mailto:office@ascensionchurch.org.au
mailto:r.mckenzie@novatechsolutions.com.au

