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“Seeking God, Serving with love, Sharing hope” 

Welcome to Church 

Sentence for Today 
 

 

 

Because Jesus himself was tested by what he suffered, he is 

able to help those who are being tested. Hebrews 2.18  

For those who have children with them, there 

is a children’s corner in the church for the 

little ones.  Children from pre-school age may 

leave for ‘Godzone’ - Special Children’s 
Activities - shortly after we begin the 9.30am 

service  
 
 
 

29th December 2019 

20192019  FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Entrance hymn:     TiS 276    “Joyful, joyful, we adore you”  
 

Acclamation  
 
Blessed be Christ, made visible in the flesh, seen by the angels, and 
proclaimed among the nations.   

Blessed be God forever.   
The Lord be with you.    

And also with you.  
Welcome 

Prayer of Preparation: 

 Let us pray. 
Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,   
all desires known   
and from whom no secrets are hidden:   
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts   
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,   
that we may perfectly love you,   
and worthily magnify your holy name,   

through Christ our Lord. Amen.   
Kyries: 
Lord have mercy,  Christ have mercy,  Lord have mercy. 
 
Invitation to Confession:   

Christ the grace of God has dawned upon the world with healing for all. 
Let us bring our weaknesses and infirmities to him, confessing our sins 
in penitence and faith. 
 

Confession:  
Merciful God, our maker and our judge  
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,    
and in what we have failed to do:  
we have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;  
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.  
Father, forgive us.   
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;   
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Absolution 

The Gloria:   
 

Glory to God in the highest,   
and peace to God’s people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks,   
we praise you for your glory.  
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,   

Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father;  

receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One,   
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High   

Jesus Christ,   
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

The Prayer of the Day:  
Almighty God, 
who wonderfully created, 
and yet more wonderfully restored, 
the dignity of human nature: 
in your mercy, 
bring us to share the divine life of Jesus Christ, 
who came to share our human life, 
and who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

Godzone talk and blessing 

The ministry of the Word:  
The first reading: Isaiah 63.7-9 

 
 I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord , 
     the praiseworthy acts of the Lord , 
because of all that the Lord has done for us, 
     and the great favour to the house of Israel 
that he has shown them according to his mercy, 
     according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
 For he said, ‘Surely they are my people, 
     children who will not deal falsely’; 
and he became their saviour 
 in all their distress. 
It was no messenger or angel 
     but his presence that saved them; 
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
     he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.      

 
For the word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God.  
Psalm 148        

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord from heaven: 
O praise him in the heights. 

Praise him, all his angels: 
O praise him, all his host. 

Praise him, sun and moon: 
praise him, all you stars of light. 
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Praise him, you highest heaven: 
and you waters that are above the heavens. 

Let them praise the name of the Lord: 
for he commanded and they were made. 

He established them for ever and ever: 
he made an ordinance which shall not pass away. 

O praise the Lord from the earth: 
praise him, you sea-monsters and all deeps; 

Fire and hail, mist and snow: 
and storm-wind fulfilling his command; 

Mountains and all hills: 
fruit trees and all cedars; 

Beasts of the wild, and all cattle: 
creeping things and winged birds; 

Kings of the earth, and all peoples: 
princes, and all rulers of the world; 

Young men and maidens: 
old folk and children together. 

Let them praise the name of the Lord: 
for his name alone is exalted. 

His glory is above earth and heaven: 
and he has lifted high the horn of his people. 

Therefore he is the praise of all his servants: 
of the children of Israel, a people that is near him. Praise the Lord.  

The second reading: Hebrews 2.10-18 
 
 It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in 
bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their 
salvation perfect through sufferings. 
 For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one 
Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and 
sisters, saying, 
‘I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 
     in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.’ 
 And again, 
‘I will put my trust in him.’ And again, 
‘Here am I and the children whom God has given me.’ 
 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself 
likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might 
destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 
 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of 
death. 
 For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants 
of Abraham. 
 Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every 
respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the 
service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the 
people. 
 Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help 
those who are being tested.  
For the word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God.  
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Gradual hymn:    TiS 319   “Child in the manger”   
 
The Gospel reading:    

The Lord be with you.    
And also with you. 
The gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
according to Matthew, chapter 2, beginning at verse 13  

  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, 
and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, 
to destroy him.’ 
 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to 
Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what 
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have 
called my son.’ 
 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was 
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem 
who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned 
from the wise men. 
 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 
 ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, 
     wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
     she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.’ 
 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt and said, 
 ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for 
those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.’ 
 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of 
Israel. 
 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, 
he went away to the district of Galilee. 
 There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been 
spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, ‘He will be called a 
Nazorean.’  
For the gospel of the Lord.      
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

The Sermon 

The Creed: 
Let us stand together and affirm the faith of the church:  

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,   
eternally begotten of the Father,  
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God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation,  
he came down from heaven;   
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human.   

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again    
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven   
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge  

the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the  

forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life for the world to come. Amen.  

The prayers of the people:      

 Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Response: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.   
At the conclusion 
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers,  

Grant that what we have asked in faith  
we may by your grace receive,   
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Prayer of Approach:  

We do not presume  
to come to your table, merciful Lord,  
trusting in our own righteousness,  
but in your manifold and great mercies.  
We are not worthy   
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.   
But you are the same Lord,  
whose nature is always to have mercy.  
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord,  
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ,   
and to drink his blood,   
that we may evermore dwell in him,  
and he in us. Amen. 
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The Greeting of Peace: 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:  
And his name is called The Prince of Peace.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.    
And also with you.  

Offertory hymn:  TiS 133   “O worship the king, all-glorious above” 

Prayer over the gifts: 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation.   
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share.  
Accept and use our offerings for your glory  
and for the service of your kingdom.    

Blessed be God for ever.   
The Great Thanksgiving:  

The Lord be with you    
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.   

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.    
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest. 
  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.    
Christ will come again.    
Blessing and honour and glory and power    
are yours for ever and ever.    Amen.  

 As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray: 

    Our Father in heaven,  
Hallowed be your name,     
your kingdom come,     
your will be done on earth as in heaven.    

  Give us today our daily bread.    
Forgive us our sins     
as we forgive those who sin against us.     
Save us from the time of trial     
and deliver us from evil.  

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory,     
are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.  
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The breaking of the bread:  

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
We who are many are one body,     

for we all share in the one bread.  
Agnus Dei:  

  Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  
  Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us    
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.  

Invitation to communion:   
The gifts of God, for the people of God. 
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ  
in remembrance that he died for us,   
and feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving.  

The Communion   
Post communion hymn: TiS 292   “Infant holy” 
 
Prayer after Communion:  

God of heaven, dwelling among us, 
we thank you for feeding us with this holy food.  
By your grace keep us ever faithful  
to your word made flesh  
that as his body in the world  
we may bring your presence to all people. 

Most loving God, you send us into the world you love.  
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage  
in the power of your Spirit.   

The Blessing 
 
Notices 
 
Final Hymn:    TiS 293   “Unto us a boy is born” 
 
Dismissal: 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
 
 

©1995 by the Anglican Church of Australia Trust Corporation. Used by permission. 
This text may be reproduced for use in worship in the Anglican Church of Australia.  

Hymn reproduced with permission under license A-613501 “Onelicence” 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO CHURCH. . . We are delighted that you are worshipping with us today, 
please take Communion, whatever your denomination and come and worship with us again. 
If you are visiting, please make yourself known to Fr. Anthony or to one of our welcomers 
following the service and do stay for a cuppa and chat! 
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NOTICES 

 

The flowers in the church today have been donated by Don Lambourne and arranged by 
Norma Leseberg in loving memory of Don’s wife Muriel. 
  
Next Sunday January 5th, we celebrate the Epiphany of our Lord and the Coming of the 
Magi, with incense being used at the 9:30am service.  
 
Wednesday and Friday: Wednesday 10am services will resume on 8th January 2020. The 
Friday mornings’ “Coffee & Chat” will continue each week, all are welcome! 
 
Special Christmas thanks from the Wardens to: 
• Cheryl Hall for making the Advent wreath and maintaining it so well over the Advent 
season.  
• Fr. Anthony for his extra services and ensuring that he visited the sick and needy folk.  
• The printers for their work assembling the pewsheets.  
• Christine Youings for preparing the Crib and ensuring the church was set up for all the    
Christmas services.  
• Fr Anthony and all helpers for preparing and presenting the wonderful “No Rehearsal” 
Family Nativity Service Christmas Eve Children’s service.  
• And all the unseen, unsung folk who helped in so many ways once again during this busy 
Christmas period. your contributions are appreciated. 
 
Resurrection garden volunteers: Have you got a green thumb? We are looking for help in 
the Resurrection Garden. Duties include light pruning and weeding. If you can help for one 
hour every six to eight weeks, please contact Peter Wharton on 9802 4132. 
 
TMA ONLINE: News and views on faith from Australia and around the world  

Use the link http://tma.melbourneanglican.org. au/newsstand  

 

In the current edition 

• Make Christmas extraordinary: Archbishop Philip Freier’s Christmas message 
• 2019 Christmas messages from leaders of the Christian churches in Australia 
• Climate talks falter as Anglicans and other faith groups urge action 
• ‘No reason to doubt’ Jesus Christ existed, says Melbourne Anglican priest in Sky 

News interview 
• Christmas, the feast for the frayed and fatigued 
• Gaza’s Christians barred from visiting Bethlehem and Jerusalem at Christmas 
• Jesus, Mary and Joseph separated at border in church's nativity scene 
• Clergy ‘positive’ about ministry in 10-year study 
• Christmas at St Paul’s 
• Christos Tsiolkas: Doubt on the road to Damascus 
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SAINTS AND HOLY MEN AND WOMEN FOR THIS WEEK 

Monday  Josephine Butler, social reformer (d. 1905) 

Tuesday  John Wyclif, teacher and reformer (d. 1384)  

Wednesday  THE NAMING & CIRCUMCISION OF JESUS 

Thursday Basil of Caesarea (d. 379) and Gregory of Nazianzus (d. 389) 

bishops and teachers  
 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Wednesday:   Next Sunday: First Sunday after Christmas 

Numbers 6.22-27    Isaiah 60.1-6 
Psalm 8     Psalm 72.1-7, 72.10-14  
Ephesians 3.1-12    Hebrews 2.10-18 
Luke 2.15-21    Matthew 2.1-12 
       

         
WE THANK GOD FOR HIS MANY BLESSINGS, LET US PRAY EACH DAY FOR -  

    
THE CHURCH 

The church in Rwanda 

Hume Anglican Grammar School and Ivanhoe Girls’ Grammar School 

their heads and chaplains 

Anglicare Australia 
 
AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 

The welfare of Asylum Seekers 

Those suffering from the volcanic eruption in New Zealand 

Those suffering following fires throughout Australia 
 
THE WORLD 

A peaceful solution to the tensions in the Gulf Region and in particular Syria 

The Asylum Seekers on Manus Island 
 
THE ASCENSION COMMUNITY 

Each other (refer to prayer list for each day). 

God’s presence in the events of the week (see pew slip) 

Those who have special needs and those at the Peter James Centre, Burwood Lodge and the 

Arthur Preston Centre. 

Ourselves as we accept the power of God’s Spirit in our lives 
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29TH December, First Sunday after Christmas Liturgical colour – Yellow 
 
     8:00am             9:30 a.m.  
 
Welcomers:  Don Lambourne  Pat Ludwick & Ros Smith 
Liturgical assistant:     Joanne Waite 
Scripture reader: Sue Tregear  Jo Condie 
Godzone:         Holiday program 
Intercessions:  Fr Anthony  Cath Ortlieb 
Servers:   Sue Tregear  Natalie Ortlieb, Ron McKenzie,
        Christine Youings 
Eucharistic assistant: Sue Tregear  Lyle Mansfield & Joanne Waite 
Morning Tea:  Don Lambourne  Joy Ritchie & Pat Eadon 

--------- -------------------< o >---------------------------- 
Flowers   Norma Leseberg 
Sacristan:   Sue Tregear 
Music:    Saku Thiagarajah   
Printer:    Lyle Mansfield 
Counting:                Natalie Ortlieb & Sue Tregear 
Cleaning:   Gavin & Ruth Ganasalingam 
 

5TH The Epiphany of our Lord   Liturgical colour – Yellow 
 
     8:00am             9:30 a.m.  
 
Welcomers:  Jan Wheeler  Alma & Brian Brand 
Liturgical assistant:     Ron McKenzie 
Scripture reader: Sue Tregear  Dawn Joseph 
Godzone:         Holiday program 
Intercessions:  Fr Anthony  Joy Ritchie 
Eucharistic assistant: Sue Tregear  Jan Mansfield & Ron McKenzie 
Morning Tea:  Don Lambourne  Joan Zhang & Andreas Luo 

--------- -------------------< o >---------------------------- 
Flowers   Chellam Stanley 
Sacristan:   Sue Tregear 
Music:    Dawn Joseph 
Printer:    Alma Brand 
Counting:                Joanne Waite & Joan Zhang 
Garden:   Peter Wharton 
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378 Blackburn Road, Burwood East, 3151 

 
We acknowledge the traditional owners of this land,  

the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation 
 

PRIEST in CHARGE: Fr. Anthony Frost  

PARISH WEB ADDRESS: www.ascensionchurch.org.au   

FACEBOOK Please visit and    www.facebook.com/AscensionBurwoodEast 

Email: office@ascensionchurch.org.au  

Phone: [03] 9802 4863 

Pastoral Care contact: Chellam Stanley [03] 9803 9641 

Pew sheet: Please send all items for inclusion in next week’s pewsheet to Ron McKenzie 

by 5:00p.m. Thursday evening (r.mckenzie@novatechsolutions.com.au.) 

 
Baptism, Marriage & funerals by arrangement 

Weekly services & activities 

Sunday   8:00am Eucharist 

9:30am Eucharist with hymns. 

              ‘Godzone’ children’s program during 9:30am service 

Tuesday    Fr Anthony’s day of rest! 

Wednesday  10:00am Eucharist followed by morning tea and discussion 

Friday             9:30 – 11:30am. Playgroup in hall (During school terms) 

            10:00am – Noon.  Drop-in for coffee and chat, front meeting room. 

3rd Friday  12 noon. “Not home alone” meets for lunch at the  

     Mountain View Hotel, all welcome! 

 

WHO WE ARE AT ASCENSION 

At the Church of the Ascension, we follow Christ in being a caring church, welcoming of 
all, extending his love and invitation of new life to all comers. Here we worship God in 
Eucharistic-centred worship, with all the rich liturgy and symbolism that the tradition of 
the Anglican Church offers. (See our website for more information) 

mailto:office@ascensionchurch.org.au
mailto:office@ascensionchurch.org.au
mailto:r.mckenzie@novatechsolutions.com.au
mailto:r.mckenzie@novatechsolutions.com.au

