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“Seeking God, Serving with love, Sharing hope” 

Welcome to Church 

 

Christmas day 
 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. And the Word became flesh and lived 

among us, full of grace and truth. John 1.1, 14 

           Father Anthony, the Wardens and the 

Parish Council join in wishing you a happy, 

holy and safe Christmas. 

25th December 2020 

20192019  CHRISTMAS DAY 
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LITURGY FOR CHRISTMAS DAY 

Entrance Hymn: 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 
let earth receive its king; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.  
Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns; 
let us our songs employ; 
while fields and streams, rocks, hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love,  
and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
Acclamation  

 
Blessed be Christ, made visible in the flesh,  
seen by the angels, and proclaimed among the nations.   

Blessed be God forever.  
 

The Lord be with you.    
And also with you.  

Welcome 

LIGHTING of the CHRISTMAS CANDLE:  
Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.     

Thanks be to God.  

Long ago, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, was born on this day. He was promised 
by the holy prophets, and came to save us from anyone who treated us 
unworthily. May God’s loving kindness shine above us who live in the 
shadow of death to guide us into the way of peace. 

 
The Christmas Candle is lit: 

We light the last candle to welcome you into our hearts, that your light and 
love may shine through us to dispel the darkness of the world. 

Let us pray: 

Brother Jesus, you came into our world clothed not in the extraordinary, but 
in the ordinary. You came swaddled in the clothes of our weak mortal 
humanity to be laid in a manger. From this lowly origin, you grew up to show 
us the greatness of our humanity when fully alive. Continue to come to us, 
to live with us, Emmanuel, Lord, God with us, this Christmastide.  
 

Come Lord Jesus, come. Amen.  
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Opening Prayer: 

Holy God, we rejoice that you have been revealed to us as a baby in the wonder 
of the Word made flesh. We rejoice that you, our brother, are with us forever, 
as a hidden, silent presence, as a love that draws us like a magnet, as a light 
that shines clearer than our wilful blindness. With the power of your example, 
may we never betray your trust in us, but have the courage to change our lives 
so that the hungry may be fed, the poor achieve dignity, the oppressed go free 
and the stranger be ever welcomed. As you were born in a stable in Bethlehem, 
be born in us now. 
 

Let your Spirit dwell in us that we might give birth to your 
promise of new and everlasting life in our world. Amen.    

Kyries: 
Lord have mercy,  Christ have mercy,  Lord have mercy. 

 
Invitation to Confession:   

Christ the grace of God has dawned upon the world with healing for all. 
Let us bring our weaknesses and infirmities to him, confessing our sins 
in penitence and faith. 
 

Confession:  
Merciful God, our maker and our judge  
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,    
and in what we have failed to do:  
we have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;  
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.  
Father, forgive us.   
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;   
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Absolution 

Almighty God, 
who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: 
pardon you and set you free from all your sins, 
strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Gloria:   
 

Glory to God in the highest,   
and peace to God’s people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks,   
we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,   
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us;  
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you are seated at the right hand of the Father;  

receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One,   
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High   

Jesus Christ,   
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

The Prayer of the Day:  
God Most High, whose eternal Word chose a dwelling among us, that 
we might live in your presence: grant us a spirit of wisdom to know 
how rich is the glory you have given us, and how great is the hope to 
which we are called in the Word made flesh; who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.  

Children’s talk; 

The ministry of the Word: 
The first reading: Isaiah 52: 7 - 10 

 
 How beautiful upon the mountains 
     are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, 
     who announces salvation, 
     who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ 
 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
     together they sing for joy; 
for in plain sight they see 
     the return of the Lord to Zion. 
 Break forth together into singing, 
     you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the Lord has comforted his people, 
     he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
 The Lord has bared his holy arm 
     before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
     the salvation of our God.’      

 
For the word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God.  
Psalm 98        

O sing to the Lord a new song: 
for he has done marvellous things; 

His right hand and his holy arm: 
they have got him the victory. 

The Lord has made known his salvation: 
he has revealed his just deliverance 
in the sight of the nations. 

He has remembered his mercy and faithfulness 
towards the house of Israel: 
and all the ends of the earth 
have seen the salvation of our God. 
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Shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth: 
break into singing and make melody. 

Make melody to the Lord upon the harp: 
upon the harp and with the sounds of praise. 

With trumpets and with horns: 
cry out in triumph before the Lord, the king. 

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it: 
the good earth and those who live upon it. 

Let the rivers clap their hands: 
and let the mountains ring out together before the Lord; 

For he comes to judge the earth: 
he shall judge the world with righteousness, 
and the peoples with equity.  

The second reading: Hebrews 1: 1 -12 
 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 
prophets, 
 but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 
 He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very 
being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had 
made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, 
 having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 
inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 For to which of the angels did God ever say, 
‘You are my Son; 
     today I have begotten you’? Or again, 
‘I will be his Father, 
     and he will be my Son’? 
 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 
‘Let all God’s angels worship him.’ 
 Of the angels he says, 
‘He makes his angels winds, 
     and his servants flames of fire.’ 
 But of the Son he says, 
‘Your throne, O God, is for ever and ever, 
     and the righteous sceptre is the sceptre of your kingdom. 
 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
     with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.’ 
 And, 
‘In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 
     and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
 they will perish, but you remain; 
     they will all wear out like clothing; 
 like a cloak you will roll them up, 
     and like clothing they will be changed. 
But you are the same, 
     and your years will never end.’ 
 
For the word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God.  
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Gradual hymn:    
O little town of Bethlehem,  
how still we see you lie!  
Above your deep and dreamless sleep  
the silent stars go by:  
yet, in your dark streets shining 
 the everlasting light,  
the hopes and fears of all the years  
are met in you tonight. 
 

The Gospel reading:    
The Lord be with you.    

And also with you.  
The gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
according to John, chapter 1, beginning at verse 1  
  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  There 
was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not 
the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world 
came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to 
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children 
of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will 
of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth.  
For the gospel of the Lord.      

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.   
O holy child of Bethlehem,  
descend to us, we pray;  
cast out our sin and enter in,  
be born in us today.  
We hear the Christmas angels  
their great glad tidings tell;  
O come to us, abide with us,  
our Lord Immanuel. 

The Sermon 

The Creed: 
Let us stand together and affirm the faith of the church:  

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,   
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation,  
he came down from heaven;   
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human.   

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again    
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven   
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge  

the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the  

forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life for the world to come. Amen.  

The prayers of the people:      

 Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Response: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
At the conclusion 
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers,  

Grant that what we have asked in faith  
we may by your grace receive,   
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Preparation 
 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. John 3.16  

 
Prayer of Approach:  

We do not presume  
to come to your table, merciful Lord,  
trusting in our own righteousness,  
but in your manifold and great mercies.  
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We are not worthy   
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.   
But you are the same Lord,  
whose nature is always to have mercy.  
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord,  
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ,   
and to drink his blood,   
that we may evermore dwell in him,  
and he in us. Amen.  

The Greeting of Peace: 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:  

And his name is called The Prince of Peace.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.    
And also with you.  

Offertory hymn:   

O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.  
Come and behold him born the king of angels:  

O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,  
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord!  

 See how the shepherds summoned to his cradle, 
 leaving their flocks, draw nigh with holy fear;  
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps:     

O come let us …..  
Sing, choirs of angels sing in exultation,  
sing all ye citizens of heaven above,  
“Glory to God, in the highest”:    

O come let us …..  
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 
 Jesus, to thee be glory given;  
Word of the Father now in flesh appearing:    

O come let us …..  
Prayer over the gifts: 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation.   
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share.  
Accept and use our offerings for your glory  
and for the service of your kingdom.    

Blessed be God for ever.   
The Great Thanksgiving:  

The Lord be with you    
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 

Mighty Creator, everliving God.  
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 

Our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary 
And lived as one of us.  

In your word made flesh 
You have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, 
To give knowledge of your glory 
In the face of Jesus Christ.  

By his death on the cross  
and rising to new life, 
he offered a one true sacrifice for sin 
and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people.  

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
And all the company of heaven, 
We proclaim your great and glorious name, 
For ever praising you and singing:  

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.    
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest. 

 Merciful God, we thank you 
for these gifts of your creation, 
this bread and wine, 
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, 
we who eat and drink them 
may be partakers of Christ's body and blood.  

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; 
and when he had given you thanks 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
'Take, eat. This is my body given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.'  
After supper, he took the cup, 
and again giving you thanks 
he gave it to his disciples, saying, 
'Drink from this, all of you. 
This is my blood of the new covenant 
shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.'  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.    
Christ will come again.  
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Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 
proclaiming his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross, 
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming again, 
we celebrate, with this bread and this cup, 
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world. 

 

Renew us by your Holy Spirit, 
unite us in the body of your Son 
and bring us with all your people 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
with whom, and in whom, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
we worship you, Father, 
in songs of never-ending praise:  

Blessing and honour and glory and power    
are yours for ever and ever.    Amen.  

 As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray: 

    Our Father in heaven,  
Hallowed be your name,     
your kingdom come,     
your will be done on earth as in heaven.    

  Give us today our daily bread.    
Forgive us our sins     
as we forgive those who sin against us.     
Save us from the time of trial     
and deliver us from evil.  

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory,     
are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.  

The breaking of the bread:  
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
We who are many are one body,     

for we all share in the one bread. 
 
Agnus Dei:  

  Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  
  Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us    
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 

 
Invitation to communion:   

The gifts of God, for the people of God. 
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ  
in remembrance that he died for us,   
and feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
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The Communion  

We welcome all who are communicant members of any Christian 
Church to share communion. This is the Lord’s table and all are 
welcome to share the feast here. 

 
Post communion hymn:   

1. Silent night, holy night: 
all is calm, all is bright 
round the virgin mother and child, 
holy infant so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
  

3. Silent night, holy night: 
wondrous star, lend your light; 
with the angels let us sing 
Alleluia to our King; 
Christ our Saviour is born, 
Christ our Saviour is born. 

2. Silent night, holy night: 
shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing, 'Alleluia! 
Christ the Saviour is born, 
Christ the Saviour is born.' 
 

Prayer after Communion:  
God of heaven, dwelling among us, 
we thank you for feeding us with this holy food.  
By your grace keep us ever faithful  
to your word made flesh  
that as his body in the world  
we may bring your presence to all people. 

Most loving God, you send us into the world you love.  
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage  
in the power of your Spirit.   

The Blessing 
 

Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, fill you with his grace to trust his 
promises and obey his will, and the + blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you 
always.  Amen. 

 
Final Hymn:  

 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King;  
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled!”  
Joyful, all ye nations rise,  
join the triumph of the skies;  
With th’angelic host proclaim,  
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”  
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Christ, by highest Heav’n adored;  
Christ the everlasting Lord;  
Late in time, behold Him come,  
offspring of a virgin’s womb.  
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;  
hail th’ incarnate Deity,  
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell,  
Jesus our Emmanuel.  
Hark! the herald angels sing,  

“glory to the newborn King!” 
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Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  
Hail the Sun of righteousness!  
Light and life to all he brings,  
risen with healing in his wings:  
mild he lays his glory by,  
born that we no more need die,  
born to raise us from the earth,  
born to give us second birth.  
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“glory to the newborn King!” 

 
Dismissal: 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen 
 

©1995 by the Anglican Church of Australia Trust Corporation. Used by permission. 
This text may be reproduced for use in worship in the Anglican Church of Australia.  

Hymn reproduced with permission under license A-613501 “Onelicence” 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO CHURCH. . . We are delighted that you are worshipping with us today, 
please take Communion, whatever your denomination and come and worship with us 
again. If you are visiting, please make yourself known to Fr. Anthony or to one of our 
welcomers following the service and do stay for a cuppa and chat! 
 

 

PRIEST in CHARGE: Fr. Anthony Frost Phone: 0409 012 543 

PARISH WEB ADDRESS: www.ascensionchurch.org.au   

FACEBOOK Please visit and    www.facebook.com/AscensionBurwoodEast 
 
Email: office@ascensionchurch.org.au  

Pastoral Care contact: Fr Anthony 

Weekly services  

Sunday    8:00am Eucharist 

9:30am Eucharist 

                ‘Godzone’ children’s program during 9:30 am service 

Tuesday    Fr Anthony’s day of rest! 

Wednesday   10:00am Eucharist  

Friday               10:00am – Noon.  Drop-in for coffee and chat. 

 
 
Commitment to Child Safety: At the Church of the Ascension we follow Christ in being a caring 

Church welcoming of all, extending his love and invitation of new life. 

In ministry to children, young people and vulnerable adults we are committed to providing an 

environment that is physically, emotionally and spiritually safe and supportive. This includes a 

culture of child-safety and of inclusivity for people of cultural and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, people of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander background, people with disability or 

any other specific group. 

mailto:office@ascensionchurch.org.au

