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Sentence for Today 

Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall 

mount up with wings like eagles. Isaiah 40.31 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Entrance hymn:    TiS 125   “The God of Abraham praise” 
 
1. The God of Abraham praise 
who reigns enthroned above, 
ancient of everlasting days, 
and God of love: 
the Lord, the great I AM 
by earth and heaven confessed! 
We bow and bless the sacred name 
for ever blessed.  
2. He by himself has sworn, 
we on his oath depend: 
we shall, on eagles' wings upborne, 
to heaven ascend: 
we shall behold his face, 
we shall his power adore, 
and sing the wonders of his grace 
for evermore.  
 

3. The God who reigns on high 
the great archangels sing, 
and 'Holy, holy, holy,' cry, 
'almighty King!' 
who was and is the same 
and evermore shall be, 
the Lord, our Father, great I AM 
eternally.  
4. The whole triumphant host 
gives thanks to God on high: 
'Hail, Father, Son and Spirit blest!' 
they ever cry. 
Hail, Abraham's God and ours! 
with heaven our songs we raise: 
all might and majesty are yours, 
and endless praise. 

    Thomas Olivers 1725-99 alt.
   .    

The Greeting  
 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

And also with you.   
The Lord be with you.   

And also with you.  
Welcome  

Let us pray. 
There is one body and one Spirit; 

there is one hope in God’s call to us. 
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, 

one God and Father of all. 
 
Invitation to Confession:  

Let us affirm our trust in God’s mercy,  
and confess that we need forgiveness. 
 

Confession: 
Lord God, you created this world, and made us in your own 
image. Forgive us when we turn away from you.  

Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.  

Lord God, through your Son you overcame evil and death. 
Rescue us from slavery to sin.  

Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
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Lord God, by your Spirit, you restore us to fellowship 
with you and with one another. 
Breathe your love and freedom into our lives.  

Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.  

Absolution:  
Almighty God have mercy on you,  
forgive you your sins, 
and keep you in life eternal. Amen. 

 
The Gloria:  

Glory to God in the highest,   
and peace to God’s people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks,   
we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,   
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father;  

receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One,   
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High   

Jesus Christ,   
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

   
The Prayer of the Day:  

Saving God, 
whose Son, Jesus Christ, healed the sick 
and brought them wholeness of body and mind: 
inspire us, his disciples, 
so that we may constantly proclaim his gospel 
by our words 
and by the dedication and integrity of our lives; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Prayer in a time of pandemic disease:  

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy 
in this time of uncertainty and dis-ease. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,  
and lift up all who are brought low; 
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that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen  

The ministry of the Word: 
The first reading: Isaiah 40.21-31 

 
Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
     Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
     Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
 It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 
     and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
     and spreads them like a tent to live in; 
 who brings princes to naught, 
     and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 
 Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
     scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 
when he blows upon them, and they wither, 
     and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
 To whom then will you compare me, 
     or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 
 Lift up your eyes on high and see: 
     Who created these? 
He who brings out their host and numbers them, 
     calling them all by name; 
because he is great in strength, 
     mighty in power, 
     not one is missing. 
 Why do you say, O Jacob, 
     and speak, O Israel, 
‘My way is hidden from the Lord , 
     and my right is disregarded by my God’? 
 Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 
     the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 
     his understanding is unsearchable. 
 He gives power to the faint, 
     and strengthens the powerless. 
 Even youths will faint and be weary, 
     and the young will fall exhausted; 
 but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, 
     they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, 
     they shall walk and not faint.      

 
For the word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 147.1-11        

O praise the Lord, 
for it is good to sing praises to our God: 
and to praise him is joyful and right. 

The Lord is rebuilding Jerusalem: 
he is gathering together the scattered outcasts of Israel. 

He heals the broken in spirit: 
and binds up their wounds. 

He counts the number of the stars: 
and calls them all by name. 

Great is our Lord, and great is his power: 
there is no measuring his understanding. 

The Lord restores the humble: 
but he brings down the wicked to the dust. 

O sing to the Lord a song of thanksgiving: 
sing praises to our God upon the harp. 

He covers the heavens with cloud, 
and prepares rain for the earth: 
and makes the grass to sprout upon the mountains. 

He gives the cattle their food: 
and feeds the young ravens that call to him. 

He takes no pleasure in the strength of a horse: 
nor does he delight in anyone’s legs, 

But the Lord’s delight is in those that fear him: 
who wait in hope for his mercy. 

God has spoken once, twice have I heard him say: 
that power belongs to God, 

That to the Lord belongs a constant goodness: 
for you reward each one of us according to our works. 

 
The second reading: 1 Corinthians 9.16-23 

 
 If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an 
obligation is laid on me, and woe betide me if I do not proclaim the 
gospel! For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my 
own will, I am entrusted with a commission. What then is my reward? 
Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, 
so as not to make full use of my rights in the gospel. For though I am 
free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I 
might win more of them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to 
win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law 
(though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those under 
the law. To those outside the law I became as one outside the law 
(though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that 
I might win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, so that I 
might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, so that I 
might by any means save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so 
that I may share in its blessings.  
For the word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual hymn:  TiS 485   “My God, accept my heart this day” 
 

My God, accept my heart this day, 
and make it still your own, 
that I from you no more may stray, 
but follow you alone.  
Before the cross of him who died, 
In penitence I fall; 
let every sin be crucified, 
and Christ be Lord of all.  
Anoint me with your heavenly grace, 
and seal me for your own; 
that I may see your glorious face, 
and worship near your throne. 

 
 The Gospel reading:    

 
The Lord be with you.    

And also with you.  
The gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
according to Mark, chapter 1 beginning at verse 29  

  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon 
and Andrew, with James and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in 
bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once. He came and took 
her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began 
to serve them. That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who 
were sick or possessed with demons. And the whole city was gathered 
around the door. And he cured many who were sick with various 
diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the 
demons to speak, because they knew him. In the morning, while it was 
still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he 
prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When they 
found him, they said to him, ‘Everyone is searching for you.’ He 
answered, ‘Let us go on to the neighbouring towns, so that I may 
proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.’ And 
he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their 
synagogues and casting out demons.  
For the gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Let every thought and work and word 
to you be ever given; 
then life shall be your service, Lord, 
and death the gate of heaven. 

      Matthew Bridges 1800-94 alt.      

The Sermon 
 



7 

 
The Presentation: 
The bishop invites the sponsors of the confirmation candidate to present him. 

 
We welcome Daniel who has come to be confirmed.  
I invite the sponsors to present him now. 

The sponsors answer 
 

We present Daniel who comes to be confirmed. 
 
The Decision  

The bishop says to the candidate who is to receive the laying on of hands  
Before God and this congregation, you must affirm that you  
turn to Christ and reject all that is evil:  
Do you turn to Christ? 

I turn to Christ. 
Do you repent of your sins? 

I repent of my sins. 
Do you reject selfish living, and all that is false and unjust? 

I reject them all. 
Do you renounce Satan and all evil? 

I renounce all that is evil.  
The bishop says to the candidate  

Will you, by God’s grace, strive to live your whole life as 
a disciple of Christ, loving God with all your heart, and  
your neighbour as yourself?  

I will, with God’s help.  
The bishop says to the congregation  

You have heard our brother renew his response to Christ.  
Will you support him?  

The congregation answers  
We will.  

Fr Anthony says  
Let us pray for Daniel who has affirmed his baptism and  
is to receive the laying on of hands. 
 
Merciful God, deliver Daniel from all evil that he may walk  
in the way of truth and life; 

Lord in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

 
Open his heart by the Holy Spirit to your grace and truth; 
Lord in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 
 
Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy Church; 

Lord in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
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Send him into the world to witness to your love and justice; 

Lord in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

 
Bring him and us all into the fullness of your peace and glory; 

Lord in your mercy 
hear our prayer.  

Silence is kept as the congregation prays for the candidate who is to receive the laying on of hands.. 

 
The Profession of Faith  

The bishop says to the candidate 
 

I now ask you to affirm as yours the faith of the Church. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.  
Do you believe in God the Son? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
from there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

The bishop says to the congregation  
This is the faith of the Church.  

The congregation responds 
 

This is our faith: 
We believe in one God: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
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Confirmation  
The bishop says  

Our help is in the name of the Lord 
who made heaven and earth. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 
now, and for ever. Amen.  

The bishop continues  
Almighty and everliving God, 

you have given your servant Daniel 
new birth by water and the Spirit, 
and have forgiven him his sins. 

Strengthen Daniel, we pray, with the Holy Spirit 
that he may grow in grace. 

Increase in him the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, 
the spirit of discernment and inner strength, 
the spirit of knowledge and true godliness, 

and fill him with wonder and awe at your presence, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Now and forever. Amen  
Daniel kneels before the bishop, who lays a hand upon him saying  

Strengthen, Lord, your servant, Daniel 
with your Holy Spirit. 
Empower and sustain him for your service.  

And Daniel answers with the congregation  
Amen. 

The congregation joins with the bishop in saying this prayer after Daniel  

has received the laying on of hands.  
Defend, O Lord, this your servant 
with your heavenly grace, 
that he may continue yours for ever, 
and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more 
until he comes to your everlasting kingdom. Amen. 
  

 
The Greeting of Peace: 

We are the body of Christ.       
His spirit is with us.   

The peace of the Lord be always with you.       
And also with you. 
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Offertory hymn:  TiS 658    “I, the Lord of sea and sky” 
 

I, the Lord of sea and sky,  
I have heard my people cry.  
All who dwell in dark and sin  
my hand will save.  
I who made the stars of night,  
I will make their darkness bright.  
Who will bear my light to them?  
Whom shall I send?  

Here I am Lord, Is it I, Lord?  
I have heard you calling in the night;  
I will go Lord, if you lead me.  
I will hold Your people in my heart.  

  
I, the Lord of snow and rain,  
I have borne my people's pain.  
I have wept for love of them.  
They turn away.  
I will break their hearts of stone,  
give them hearts for love alone.  
I will speak my word to them.  
Whom shall I send?  

Here I am Lord, Is it I, Lord?  
I have heard you calling in the night;  
I will go Lord, if you lead me.  
I will hold Your people in my heart.  

  
I, the Lord of wind and flame,  
I will tend the poor and lame.  
I will set a feast for them,  
my hand will save.  
Finest bread I will provide  
till their hearts be satisfied.  
I will give my life to them.  
Whom shall I send?  

Here I am Lord, Is it I, Lord?  
I have heard you calling in the night;  
I will go Lord, if you lead me.  
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

         Daniel L. Schutte 1947- suggested by Isaiah 6. 
.                  

Prayer over the gifts: 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation.   
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share.  
Accept and use our offerings for your glory  
and for the service of your kingdom.     

Blessed be God for ever.   
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The Great Thanksgiving:  

The Lord be with you  
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty Creator, everliving God.  
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary 
And lived as one of us.  

You anointed him as Messiah, 
the light of the nations, 
and revealed him as the hope 
of all who thirst for righteousness and peace.  

By his death on the cross and rising to new life, 
he offered the one true sacrifice for sin 
and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people.   

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing:  

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.    
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest.  
Merciful God, we thank you 

for these gifts of your creation, 
this bread and wine, 
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, 
we who eat and drink them 
may be partakers of Christ's body and blood.  

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; 
and when he had given you thanks 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
'Take, eat. This is my body given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.'  

After supper, he took the cup, 
and again giving you thanks    
he gave it to his disciples, saying, 
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'Drink from this, all of you. 
This is my blood of the new covenant 
shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.'  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  
Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 

proclaiming his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross, 
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming again, 
we celebrate, with this bread and this cup, 
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world. 

 

Renew us by your Holy Spirit, 
unite us in the body of your Son 
and bring us with all your people 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
with whom, and in whom, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
we worship you, Father, 
in songs of never-ending praise:  

Blessing and honour and glory and power    
are yours for ever and ever.   Amen.  

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray: 

    Our Father in heaven,  
Hallowed be your name,     
your kingdom come,     
your will be done on earth as in heaven.    

  Give us today our daily bread.    
Forgive us our sins     
as we forgive those who sin against us.     
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory,     
are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
The breaking of the bread:  

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
We who are many are one body,  

for we all share in the one bread. 
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Agnus Dei:  

  Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  
  Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us    
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 

 
Invitation to communion:   

The gifts of God, for the people of God. 
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood  
of Christ in remembrance that he died for us,   
and feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 
The Communion 
 
Post communion hymn:  TiS 643   “I want to walk as a child of the light” 
 

I want to walk as a child of the light, 
I want to follow Jesus. 
God sent the stars to give light to the world 
the star of my life is Jesus.  
Refrain 

In Him there is no darkness at all; 
The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God; 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.  

I want to see the brightness of God, 
I want to look at Jesus; 
clear sun of righteousness, shine on my path 
and show me the way to the Father  
Refrain   
I’m looking for the coming of Christ; 
I want to look at Jesus, 
When we have run with patience the race 
We shall know the joy of Jesus  
Refrain      Kathleen Armstrong Thomerson 1934- 

 

Prayer after Communion:  
God of the nations, 
we thank you for nourishing us with this holy sacrament. 
Guide us by your presence, 
that we may bring your light to those who dwell in darkness, 
and establish your justice in the earth. 

Most loving God, 
you send us into the world you love. 
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage 
in the power of your Spirit. 
 

Notices 
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Before the final blessing the bishop says to the congregation  
All who have been baptised and confirmed are called to study the Bible,  
to take part in the life of the Church, to share in the Holy Communion,  
and to pray faithfully and regularly. 
We are called to share with others, by word and example,  
the love of Christ and his gospel of reconciliation and hope. 
We are called to love our neighbours as ourselves,  
to honour all people and to pray and work for peace and justice. 
I invite all of you to commit yourselves anew to this calling. 

We will gladly do so, 
in the strength of the Holy Spirit. 

 
The Blessing:  

Go forth into the world in peace; 
be of good courage; 
hold fast that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; 
strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak; 
help the afflicted; 
give honour to all; love and serve the Lord, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always.  Amen.  

 

Final Hymn:    TiS 416   “Great God, your Spirit, like the wind” 

Great God, your Spirit, like the wind  
unseen but shaking things we see  
will never leave us undisturbed,  
fill our dreams, or set us free,  
until we turn from faithless fear  
and prove the promise of your grace,  
injustice, peace and daily bread,  
with joy for all the human race.   
Lord, shake us with the force of love,  
to rouse us from our dreadful sleep;  
remove our hearts of stone, and give  
new hearts of flesh, to break and weep  
for all your children in distress  
and dying for the wealth we keep.  
Help us prevent, while we have time,  
the blighted harvest greed must reap.   
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And then, in your compassion,  
give your Spirit like the gentle rain,  
creating fertile ground from which  
your peace and justice spring like grain;  
until your love is satisfied,  
with all creation freed from pain,  
and all your children live to praise  
your will fulfilled, your presence plain.  

             Alan Grant 1935- 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

In the name of Christ. Amen 
 

 
Service ©1995 by the Anglican Church of Australia Trust Corporation. Used by permission. 

This text may be reproduced for use in worship in the Anglican Church of Australia.  
Hymns reproduced with permission under license A-613501 “Onelicence” 

 

 
 
WELCOME TO CHURCH. . . We are delighted that you are worshipping with us today, 
please take Communion, whatever your denomination and come and worship with us 
again. If you are visiting, please make yourself known to Fr. Anthony or to one of our 
welcomers following the service and do stay for a cuppa and chat! 
 
 

Next Sunday we celebrate the Last Sunday after Epiphany – Transfiguration: we will 

have incense at the 9:30am service. 
 
Uniting Burwood East wishes to thank the Parish Council and the Parishioners of the 

Anglican Church of the Ascension for their continuing generous support by way of 

groceries and other items for their clients. 
 
ROSTERS this week: 
Flowers   Chellam Stanley 
Server   Christine Youings 
Liturgical assistant Ron McKenzie 
Welcomers   Pat Ludwick & Ros Smith 
Reader   Elizabeth Waite 
Morning Tea  Jan Mansfield & Barrie Harding 
Music   Peter Bedlow – Josh Waite & Heath McKenzie 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
Wednesday: Next Sunday: Last Sunday after Epiphany –  

         Transfiguration  
Genesis 2.4b-9, 15-17    2 Kings 2.1-12 
Psalm 104.26-32    Psalm 50.1-6 
Mark 7.14-23     2 Corinthians 4.3-12 
       Mark 9.2-9      
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378 Blackburn Road, Burwood East, 3151 

 
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation.  

We pay our respects to their elders, past, present, and emerging. 

 

PRIEST in CHARGE: Fr. Anthony Frost Phone: 0409 012 543 

OFFICE MANAGER: Ron McKenzie Phone: 0418 320 301 

PARISH WEB ADDRESS: www.ascensionchurch.org.au   

FACEBOOK Please visit and    www.facebook.com/AscensionBurwoodEast 
 
Email: office@ascensionchurch.org.au  

Pastoral Care contact: Fr Anthony 

Pew sheet: Please send all items for inclusion in next week’s pewsheet to Ron McKenzie by 

5:00p.m. Thursday evening (r.mckenzie@novatechsolutions.com.au.) 
 
 

Baptism, Marriage & funerals by arrangement 

Weekly services  

Sunday    8:00am Eucharist 

9:30am Eucharist 

                ‘Godzone’ children’s program during 9.30 am service (during school term) 

Tuesday    Fr Anthony’s day of rest! 

Wednesday   10:00am Eucharist  

Friday               10:00am – Noon.  Drop-in for coffee and chat. 
 
Commitment to Child Safety: At the Church of the Ascension we follow Christ in being a caring 

Church welcoming of all, extending his love and invitation of new life. 

In ministry to children, young people and vulnerable adults we are committed to providing an 

environment that is physically, emotionally and spiritually safe and supportive. 

We have a zero tolerance approach to Child abuse or abuse of vulnerable people. 

This includes a culture of child-safety and of inclusivity for people of cultural and/or linguistically 

diverse backgrounds, people of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander background, people with 

disability or any other specific group. 

Read the full Commitment to Child Safety document on our website: www.ascensionchurch.org.au 

mailto:office@ascensionchurch.org.au
mailto:r.mckenzie@novatechsolutions.com.au

