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“Seeking God, Serving with love, Sharing hope” 

 
Welcome to Church 

Sentence for Today 

Repent, and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that 
your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Acts 2.38–39 

 For those who have children with them, there is a 
children’s corner in the church for the little ones. 
During school term, children who are pre-school age 
and above can attend ‘Godzone’ - Special 
Children’s Activities - shortly after we begin the 
9.30am service. 

 
 
 

26th April 2020 
20192019  THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
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ORDER OF SERVICE   

Acclamation   
Christ is risen, Alleluia!  

He is risen indeed, Alleluia!  
The Lord be with you.    

And also with you.  
Welcome  
Prayer of Preparation: 
 Let us pray. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,   
all desires known   
and from whom no secrets are hidden:   
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts   
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,   
that we may perfectly love you,   
and worthily magnify your holy name,   
through Christ our Lord. Amen.   

The Two Great Commandments: 
'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and 
with all your strength.' Jesus said: 'This is the great and first commandment. 
And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself.' 
 

Kyries: Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy. 
 
The Gloria:  

Glory to God in the highest,   
and peace to God’s people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks,   
we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,   
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father;  

receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One,   
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High   

Jesus Christ,   
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.     
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The Prayer of the Day:  

O God, 
your Son made himself known to his disciples 
in the breaking of bread: 
open the eyes of our faith, 
that we may see him in his redeeming work; 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

We join together in the following prayer in time of pandemic disease: 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, healer and friend,  
come and care for all of us  
through the danger and uncertainty  
of the coronavirus pandemic.  
To people who are sick, bring healing.  
To people who are displaced, isolated,  
or cut off from family, friends or work,  
bring comfort and companionship.  
Work with medical staff as they care for the sick,  
and protect them from harm.  
Give skill and fruitful research to scientists  
as they search for treatments, prevention and a cure.  
To public health authorities, give wisdom  
to decide the best ways to manage  
both this crisis and our anxieties.  
When communities are fearful, give a calm spirit,  
and kindness to neighbours and strangers.  
Through this testing time,  
and through all the risks we face together,  
teach us once again how we can love one  
another as you have loved us.  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen  

Godzone talk and Blessing 
The ministry of the Word:  
The first reading: Acts 2.14a, 2.36-41  

 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: 
‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 
listen to what I say. Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with 
certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom 
you crucified.’ Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and 
said to Peter and to the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we 
do?’ Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your 
children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God 
calls to him.’ And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted 
them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ So those who 
welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand 
persons were added. 
 
For the word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 116.1-4, 116.11-18       

I love the Lord, because he heard my voice: 
the voice of my supplication; 

Because he inclined his ear to me: 
in the day that I called to him. 

The cords of death encompassed me, 
the snares of the grave took hold on me: 
I was in anguish and sorrow. 

Then I called upon the name of the Lord: 
‘O Lord, I beseech you, deliver me!’ 

How shall I repay the Lord: 
for all his benefits to me? 

I will take up the cup of salvation: 
and call upon the name of the Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord: 
in the presence of all his people. 

Grievous in the sight of the Lord: 
is the death of his faithful ones. 

O Lord, I am your servant, 
your servant and the child of your handmaid: 
you have unloosed my bonds. 

I will offer you a sacrifice of thanksgiving: 
and call upon the name of the Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord: 
in the presence of all his people, 

In the courts of the house of the Lord: 
even in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the Lord. 

             

The second reading: 1 Peter 1.13-25 
 
Therefore prepare your minds for action; discipline yourselves; set all 
your hope on the grace that Jesus Christ will bring you when he is 
revealed. 
 Like obedient children, do not be conformed to the desires that you 
formerly had in ignorance. 
 Instead, as he who called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your 
conduct; 
 for it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am holy.’ 
 If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially 
according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your 
exile. 
 You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from 
your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 
 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 
defect or blemish. 
 He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed 
at the end of the ages for your sake. 
 Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the 
dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God. 
 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth 
so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from 
the heart. 
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 You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, 
through the living and enduring word of God. 
 For ‘All flesh is like grass 
     and all its glory like the flower of grass. 
The grass withers, 
     and the flower falls, 
 but the word of the Lord endures for ever.’ 
That word is the good news that was announced to you. 
 
For the word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God.  
The Gospel reading:     

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.  
The gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
according to Luke, chapter 24, beginning at verse 13  

  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other 
about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and 
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes 
were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, ‘What are you 
discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood still, 
looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered 
him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the 
things that have taken place there in these days?’  He asked them, 
‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the 
people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 
condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was 
the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day 
since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group 
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they 
did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had 
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive.  Some of 
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the 
women had said; but they did not see him.’ Then he said to them, ‘Oh, 
how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have declared!  Was it not necessary that the Messiah should 
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ Then beginning with 
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about 
himself in all the scriptures. As they came near the village to which they 
were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him 
strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day 
is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. When he was at 
the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to 
them.  Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he 
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vanished from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts 
burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was 
opening the scriptures to us?’ That same hour they got up and returned 
to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered 
together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has 
appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had happened on the road, 
and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the 
bread.  
For the gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

The Sermon 
The Creed: 
Let us stand together and affirm the faith of the church:  

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,   
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation,  
he came down from heaven;   
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human.   

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven     
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge  

the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the  

forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life for the world to come. Amen. 
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The prayers of the people:      
 Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
At the conclusion 
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers,  

Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive,   
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Preparation  
Jesus said I am the bread of life. Who ever comes to me will never be 
hungry, and who ever believes in me will never be thirsty. John 6.35    

Prayer of Approach:  
We do not presume  
to come to your table, merciful Lord,  
trusting in our own righteousness,  
but in your manifold and great mercies.  
We are not worthy   
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.   
But you are the same Lord,  
whose nature is always to have mercy.  
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord,  
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ,   
and to drink his blood,   
that we may evermore dwell in him,  
and he in us. Amen.  

Invitation to Confession:   
Christ our Passover Lamb has been offered for us, therefore we 
come to celebrate the festival. 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, with a sincere and a 
true heart.  

Confession:  
Merciful God, our maker and our judge  
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,    
and in what we have failed to do:  
we have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;  
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.  
Father, forgive us.   
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;   
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Absolution: 

Almighty God, 
who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: 
pardon you and set you free from all your sins, 
strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Greeting of Peace: 

Christ is risen. Alleluia!       
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!    

The peace of the Lord be always with you.    
And also with you.  

Prayer over the gifts: 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation.   
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share.  
Accept and use our offerings for your glory  
and for the service of your kingdom.    

Blessed be God for ever.    
The Great Thanksgiving:  

The Lord be with you  
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 

mighty Creator, everliving God.  
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary 
and lived as one of us.  

By his death on the cross, 
he offered the one true sacrifice for sin, 
and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people.  

And now we give you thanks that you raised him to life triumphant, 
and exalted him in glory.  

By his victory over death, 
the reign of sin is ended, 
a new day has dawned, 
a broken world is restored 
and we are made whole once more.  

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying:  

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.    
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest.  
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Merciful God, we thank you 
for these gifts of your creation, 
this bread and wine, 
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, 
we who eat and drink them 
may be partakers of Christ's body and blood.  

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; 
and when he had given you thanks 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
'Take, eat. This is my body given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.'  
After supper, he took the cup, 
and again giving you thanks 
he gave it to his disciples, saying, 
'Drink from this, all of you. 
This is my blood of the new covenant 
shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.' 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.    
Christ will come again.  
Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 

proclaiming his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross, 

his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming again, 
we celebrate, with this bread and this cup, 
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world.  

Renew us by your Holy Spirit, 
unite us in the body of your Son 
and bring us with all your people 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
with whom, and in whom, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
we worship you, Father, 
in songs of never-ending praise:   

Blessing and honour and glory and power    
are yours for ever and ever.   Amen.        
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 As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray: 
    Our Father in heaven,  

Hallowed be your name,     
your kingdom come,     
your will be done on earth as in heaven.    

  Give us today our daily bread.    
Forgive us our sins     
as we forgive those who sin against us.     
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory,     
are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.  

The breaking of the bread:  
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
We who are many are one body,  

for we all share in the one bread.  
Agnus Dei:  

  Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  
  Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us    
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.  

Invitation to communion:   
The gifts of God, for the people of God. 
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ  
in remembrance that he died for us,   
and feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving.  

The Communion 
     
Prayer after Communion:  

Eternal God, giver of life, 
in the breaking of the bread we know the risen Lord. 
May we who celebrate this holy feast 
walk in his risen light and bring new life to all creation. 

Most loving God, you send us into the world you love.  
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage  
in the power of your Spirit.  

Notices  
The Blessing:  

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working 
in you what is pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain 
with you always.  Amen.  

Dismissal 
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!  
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NOTICES 
 
COVID-19: As public restrictions tighten across the country, and especially in Victoria, we 
have been directed by our Diocese to keep our church doors locked. 
Regretfully this means that private prayer and devotion has ceased in our church space for 
the time being.   
We continue to BE the church by praying for one another, seeking God, serving with love, 
and sharing hope. 
We look forward to that day when we can ALL gather once more as the body of Christ 
here at the Church of the Ascension. 
 

News and views on faith from Australia and around the world 
brought to you by The Melbourne Anglican 

 
The NewsStand is now live on TMA's website, using the link 

http://tma.melbourneanglican.org.au/newsstand   
In this week's edition:  

• Generosity to fire-affected strangers ‘humbling’ 
• Role of hospital chaplains ‘has never been so crucial’ 
• Deciding who lives and dies 
• Sharing the bread and wine on Zoom 
• A lucky escape for travellers as pandemic hits Sri Lanka 
• Now is a time for compassion 
• Beyond binaries in COVID-19 discussions 
• No, the coronavirus is not an act of God 
• From the archive: In the dark with the light behind him — Nick Cave interview 
• Practices of resistance: How not to respond to the lockdown 
 

SAINTS AND HOLY MEN AND WOMEN FOR THIS WEEK 
 
Wednesday Catherine of Siena, spiritual teacher (d. 1380) 
Friday PHILIP AND JAMES, APOSTLES & MARTYRS 
Saturday Athanasius, bishop of Alexandria, teacher (d. 373) 

 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  
Wednesday: Next Sunday: Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 8.1-8      Acts 2.42-47 
Psalm 66.1-8     Psalm 23  
John 6.35-40     1 Peter 2.1-10 
        John 10.1-10 
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WE THANK GOD FOR HIS MANY BLESSINGS, LET US PRAY EACH DAY FOR -  
    

THE CHURCH 
Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and The Middle East (Abp Michael Lewis); The Diocese of 
North Queensland (Bp Keith Joseph, Clergy & People); St Matthew's Prahran (Vacant). 
The Diocese of North West Australia (Bp Gary Nelson, Clergy & People); Mentone 
Grammar School (Mal Cater, Principal; Andrew Stewart, Michael Prabaharan, Chaplains);  
The Diocese of Perth (Abp Kay Goldsworthy, Asst Bps Jeremy James, Kate Wilmot, 
Clergy & People); Deacons’ Ministry. 
The Diocese of Riverina (Bp Donald Kirk, Clergy & People); Archdeaconry of Essendon 
(Vanessa Bennett); St George's Red Hill (Fiona Goy).  
The Diocese of Rockhampton (Vacant; Clergy & People); Overnewton Anglican 
Community College (James Laussen, Principal; Helen Dwyer, Robert Koren, Chaplains). 
Church congregations as they stay connected without regular services of public worship 
during the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 
Those still recovering from the floods and fires. All who have lost their livelihood due to 
the Coronavirus. Families, healthcare workers, emergency workers in these uncertain times. 
 
THE WORLD 
Containment of the coronavirus pandemic, those suffering and the medical staff 
A peaceful solution to the tensions in the Gulf Region and in particular Syria 
The Asylum Seekers on Manus Island 
 
THE ASCENSION COMMUNITY  
Each other and God’s presence in the events of the week 
Those in special need of prayer: Muriel Paterson, Yolanda Chan, Helen Daniels, Peggy 
Horman, Estelle Carman, Gwen McMahon, Jean (& Alan) Close, Carole, Joanne, Nelson, 
Pauline Le Riche, Paul Maharaj, Graeme Floage (& Lisa), Glenys and Brian Howell, Ethel 
Lloyd, Elizabeth O'Shannessy, Elaine Cairns, Barbara Stark, others known to us  
Those working in healthcare and aged care: 
Lyndall Slaney - Disabilities Carer 
Lois Ritchie - Aged Care Worker 
Angeline Thiagarajah - Doctor, Monash Hospital 
Janet Hemphill - Aged Care Nurse 
Sandy Blease - Aged Care Nurse 
Kym Le Riche - Personal Aged Care Assistant 
Christine Youings - Medical Scientist Pathology 
Cathryn Youings - Intern at St Vincents Hospital 
Darren Mansfield - Intensive Care Respiratory Specialist, Monash Health 
Chloe Bedlow - National Manager, Seniors Living at Mercy Health  
Those at the Peter James Centre and Burwood Lodge  
Ourselves - as we stay connected through the power of the Holy Spirit in love and 
prayer  

"Love to pray - feel often during the day 
the need for prayer, and take trouble to pray. 

Prayer enlarges the heart until it is 
capable of containing God’s gift of Himself." 

(From “A gift for God” by Mother Teresa) 
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378 Blackburn Road, Burwood East, 3151 

 
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation.  

We pay our respects to their elders, past, present, and emerging.  
PRIEST in CHARGE: Fr. Anthony Frost Phone: 0409 012 543 

PARISH WEB ADDRESS: www.ascensionchurch.org.au   

FACEBOOK Please visit and    www.facebook.com/AscensionBurwoodEast 

Email: office@ascensionchurch.org.au  

Pastoral Care contact: Fr Anthony 

Pew sheet: Please send all items for inclusion in next week’s pewsheet to Ron McKenzie by 
5:00p.m. Thursday evening (r.mckenzie@novatechsolutions.com.au.) 

 
Baptism, Marriage & funerals by arrangement 

 

Weekly services & activities 

Due to our current circumstances we conduct our weekly services in our own homes. 
Monday - Sunday   
9:30am  Morning Prayer  
5:00pm  Evening Prayer 
 

 
Commitment to Child Safety: At the Church of the Ascension we follow Christ in being a caring 
Church welcoming of all, extending his love and invitation of new life. 
In ministry to children, young people and vulnerable adults we are committed to providing an 
environment that is physically, emotionally and spiritually safe and supportive. This includes a 
culture of child-safety and of inclusivity for people of cultural and/or linguistically diverse 
backgrounds, people of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander background, people with disability or 
any other specific group. 


